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SUBJECT: SOVIET MPA CHINA DESK OPFICER ON SINO-SOVIET 
RELATIONS AND INTERNAL PRC POLITICAL SCENE 

SUMMARY: SOVIET MFA CHINA DESK OPPICER DISCUSSES 1950 
SINO-SOVIET TREATY AS RENEWAL DEADLINE FOR TREATY 
APPROACHES; REPEATS SOVIET INTERPRETATIONS OF MAY 9 BORD 
INCIDENT AND CHINESE INTERNAL POLITICAL SCENE AND AVOIDS 
EXPRESSING OPTIMISM ON PROSPECTS FOR CURRENT SINO- 
SOVIET BORDER TALKS. END SUMMARY. 
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1. EMBOFP CALLED ON SOVIET MPA CHINA DESK OPFICER KRYUKOV 
ON MAY 24. KRYUKOV'S REMARKS ON SINO-U.S. RELATIONS, 

BRZEZINSKI VISIT TO CHINA AND ARMS SALES TO CHINA HAVE 
BEEN REPORTED SEPTEL. 

2. SINO-SOVIET TREATY: EMBOFP ASKED KRYUKOV IF HE 
THOUGHT EITHER THE SOVIET UNION OR CHINA WOULD TERMINATE 
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SINO-SOVIET 1950 TREATY OE FRIENDSHIP, ALLIANCE, AND 
MUTUAL ASSITANCE BEFORE THE FEBRUARY 14, 1979 DEADLINE. 
(NOTE: ARTICLE VI OF 1950 TREATY STATES THAT TREATY WILL 
REMAIN IN FORCE FOR AN ADDITIONAL FIVE YEARS PROVIDED 
NEITHER PARTY GIVES NOTICE A YEAR BEEORE THE EXPIRATION 
OF ITS THIRTY YEAR TERM (EG. FEBRUARY 14, 1980) OF ITS 
INTENTION TO DENOUNCE THE TREATY. END NOTE). AT FIRST 
RESPONDING THAT "YOU KNOW THE ACTUAL STATE OE OUR 
RELATIONS," KRYUKOV SAID THAT IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO 
SAY WHETHER THE TREATY WILL BE DENOUNCED. HE THEN 
COMMENTED THAT THE TREATY HAD PROVEN USEFUL AS AN 
UMBRELLA EOR A WIDE RANGE OF COOPERATION BETWEEN THE 
SOVIET UNION AND CHINA IN THE PAST AND THAT IT IS 
STILL USEFUL FOR THE CHINESE AND SOVIET 
"PEOPLES" (COMMENT: WE HESITATE TO PREDICT ACTUAL SOVIET 
THINKING ON THIS QUESTION. NEEDLESS TO SAY, THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE TREATY OR EITHER SIDE'S DENUNCIATION 
OF IT WOULD BE A SIGNIFICANT ACT, EVEN IE ONLY A 
SYMBOLIC ONE. END COMMENT.) 

3. MAY 9 BORDER INCIDENT: KRYUKOV REPEATED THE SOVIET 
VERSION CARRIED IN TASS STATEMENT. HE SAID THAT 
APOLOGIES HAD BEEN RENDERED AT THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER 
TALKS AS WELL AS THROUGH "DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS." 

HE EXPRESSED REGRET - BUT DID NOT SEEM SURPRISED - AT 
PEKING'S MOVES TO KEEP THE ISSUE ALIVE. 
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4. IL'ICHEV TALKS IN PEKING: KRYUKOV EXPRESSED NO 
OPTIMISM ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR THE CURRENT SINO-SOVIET BORD 
ER TALKS. HE POINTED TO HUA KUO-EENG'S UNYIELDING 
STATEMENTS ON THE BORDER AT THE NATIONAL PEOPLES COUNCIL 
MEETING. HE REPEAT ED OFT MADE SOVIET COMPARISON OF 
PAST US-CHINESE WARSAW TALKS AND SINO-SOVIET BORDER 
TALKS AS CONTINUALLY RECESSING BUT NEVER TERMINATING. 
ASKED HOW LONG IL'ICHEV WOULD REMAIN IN PEKING, HE 
RESPONDED THAT THE PRESENT PEKING TALKS HAVE NO 
TIMEFRAME BUT ADDED THAT IL'ICHEV HAS MANY RESPONSIBILIT- 
IES IN MFA WHICH WOULD DRAW HIM BACK TO MOSCOW. (COMMENT 
ACCORDING TO VARIOUS SOURCES HERE, IL'ICHEV HAS BEEN 
INCREASINGLY OCCUPIED WITH AFRICAN AFFAIRS AND WOULD 
INDEED HAVE CONSIDERABLE WORK PILING UP ON HIS DESK IN 
MOSCOW. AS REPORTED EARLIER, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT 

IL'ICHEV ANTICIPATED ANY PROGRESS IN THE BORDER TALKS 
WHEN HE LEFT MOSCOW LAST APRIL. HIS VISIT VERY LIKELY 
HAD OTHER OBIECTIVES OUTLINED MOSCOW 8967 AND MOSCOW 
9488. END COMMENT.) 

5. CHINESE INTERNAL POLITICAL SCENE: KRYUKOV GENERALLY 
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REPEATED THE SOVIET INTERPRETATION THAT INSTABILITY 
CONTINUES TO PLAGUE CHINESE AT BOTH THE CENTER AND 
PROVINCIAL LEVELS. COMPETITION IS ESSENTIALLY BETWEEN 
THOSE WHO ROSE DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION LED BY 
HUA KUO-EENG AND THOSE WHO SUEFERED EROM IT, REPRESENTED 
BY TENG HSIAO-PING. OF THE TWO, HUA IS BY EAR THE MOST 
INELUENTIAL AND WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY SO AS TENG AGES. 
DIEFERENT CHINESE NEWSPAPERS CONTROLLED BY DIEEERENT 
EACTIONS TAKE CONELICTING POSITIONS ON MAJOR ISSUES. 
REGIONAL STRONGMEN LIKE WEI KUO-CHING SOMETIMES DEPART 
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PROM PEKING'S INSTRUCTIONS. THE "STRUGGLE" (BORBA) IS 
CONTINUING, HE CONTINUED, AND WILL PROBABLY BE REFLECTED 
IN MORE REASSIGNMENTS INTO AND OUT OP THE POLITBURO. 
KRYUKOV ALSO PREDICTED THAT THE ANTICIPATED PAILURE OP 
THE NEW CHINESE LEADERSHIP TO ACCOMPLISH THE OVERLY- 
AMBITIOUS ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES SET AT THE NATIONAL 
PEOPLE'S CONGRESS BODES ILL POR POLITICAL STABILITY IN 
CHINA. (COMMENT: IT IS OP COURSE IMPOSSIBLE TO KNOW 
THE EXTENT TO WHICH KRYUKOV IS EXPRESSING A GENUINE 
SOVIET ASSESSMENT OP THE CHINESE POLITICAL SCENE. 
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SOVIETS OCCASIONALLY EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THE POLITICAL 
INSTABILITY IN CHINA REFLECTS A ELUIDITY WHICH COULD 
EVENTUALLY LEAD TO POLICY CHANGES, INCLUDING THOSE IN 
THE AREA OE SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS. THEY UNDOUBTEDLY 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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HOPE THAT INSTABILITY WOULD ALSO CONTINUE TO SERVE 
TO RETARD CHINA'S AMBITIOUS MODERNIZATION PROGRAMS. 

END COMMENT.) MATLOCK 
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